I 



m 2 B 200* 



373 1 



^JliAO^^'^^^ Rease type a plus sign (+) inside this box — ^ | -f | 



PTO/SM1 (084)0) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMErfT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperworic Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are feouired to lespond to a ooliecBon of infonnatton untero ft dispjay8^v^jd_OMBoo^^ 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all coHBspondenoe after initial 



Application Number 



Fliing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/007.364 



November 5, 2001 



Aaron V. Kaplan 



3731 



Julian W. Woo 



Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



4 



Attorney Docket Numt>er 



0313-0003.01 



ENCLOSURES (chock all that aooM 



□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee TransmiltEd Form 
I I FeeAttached 

Amendment /Reply 

I I After Final 

I I Affidavits/dedaration(s) 

Extension of Time Request 

Express At)andonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Inoompleta Application 



Response to Missing Parts 
under37CFR1.52or1^ 



□ 



□ Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 



Drawing(s) 

Uoensing-relatBd Papers 
Petition 



Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attomey. Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 



□ 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request tor Refund 

I I CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Nolk», Brief. Reply Brief) 



□ 



Proprietary Infonnation 
Second 

status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify l)^w): 



- 2 Patent Publications 

- Certificate of Mailing 

- Return Receipt Poscard 
-PTO/SB/08A(1 sheet) 



By U.S. Postal Service Express Mail 
Label No. EV 459450487 US 



SIGNATURE OF APPUCANT, ATTORNEY. OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual 



Cook, Alex, McFarron. Manzo, Cummings & Mehler. Ltd. 
Gary W. McFarron. Esq. (Reg. No. 27.357) 




^ — ____ 


CERTIFICATE OF IMAiLING 




1 hftmby «*rtify that fhfe Mraspondenrse is being deposited with the United States Postal Sennce with sufficient oostaae as EaRlK&c 
inaO in an envelope addressed to: Comnrilssioner for Patents. Washlngtm |julv28. 2004 1 


Typed or printed name 


Kathleen Johnson 


^ Signature 


-^^MIMM/n/M Date July 28. 2004 





on the amount of time you are reqi^M to oompleta this foim should t)e sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademaik Office, Washington, 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEESOR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner fbr Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 




PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 0313-0003.01 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 
"Express Mail" Mailing Label No.: EV459450487US 

Date of Deposit July 28. 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post OfHce 
Box Addressee" service under 37 CFR LID on die date 
indicated above and is addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 

NAME Kathleen Johnson 



SIGNATURE 



In Re Application of: 

Aaron V. Kaplan, et al. 

Serial No. : 10/007, 364 

Filed: November 5, 2001 

Group Art No.: 3731 

Examiner: Julian W, Woo 

For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR 
TRANSPERICARDIAL LEFT 
ATRIAL APPENDAGE CLOSURE 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.10 

I hereby certify that the correspondence listed below is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service ''Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service. Label No. EV 459450487 US under 37 
CFR 1.10 on July 28, 2004 and is addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450: 



1. Transmittal Form PTO/SB/21 (1 sheet); 

2. Information Disclosure Statement (in duplicate - 3 
sheets) ; 

3. PTO/SB/08A (1 sheet); 

4. Certificate of Mailing (1 sheet); 

5. U.S. Patent Publications (2); and 

6. Return Receipt Postcard. 

Name: Kathleen Johnson 



Signature: 





PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 0313-0003.01 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS 
MAIL" 

"Express Mail" MaUing Label No.: EV4S9450487US 
Date of Deposit July 28, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office Box Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 . 1 0 on the 
date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail Stop 
Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

NAME Kathleen Johnson 

SIGNATURE ^dM/M UmM^ 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, Applicant hereby calls the 
Examiner's attention to the documents listed on the attached form, 
which the documents may be material to the examination of this 
application. Copies of these documents are enclosed herewith for 
the Examiner's consideration. 

No inference should be drawn that any apparatus or method 
disclosed is equivalent to the subject invention. Also, the 
citation of the above-discussed documents is not to be construed as 
an assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in 
existence. Citation of the documents herein is not to be construed 
as an admission that any subject matter disclosed in the documents 



In Re Application of: 

Aaron V. Kaplan, et al. 

Serial No. : 10/007, 364 

Filed: November 5, 2001 

Group Art No.: 3731 

Examiner: Julian W. Woo 

For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR 
TRANSPERICARDIAL LEFT 
ATRIAL APPENDAGE CLOSURE 



is necessarily within the inventive field of endeavor, that any 
disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a particular date which 
may be relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that any 
disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention. 

Applicant also respectfully reserves the right to later set 
forth how the instant invention is distinguished over the 
disclosure of any document or other art, including the disclosure 
of the documents discussed herein, that may be cited by the 
Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present patent application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being mailed after 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits but before 
a final action or an action that closes prosecution. The cited 
information was first called to Applicant's attention in an Office 
Action dated June 17, 2004 in related Application Number 10/105,978 
filed on March 25, 2002. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(e)(2), it is hereby stated: no item of this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
best knowledge of the person signing this certification after 
making a reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in 
this information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
filing of this information disclosure statement. Consequently, as 
provided in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), a fee under §1.17 (p) is not 

2 



required for the filing of this information disclosure. However, 
if it is determined that an additional fee is required, then 
authorization is hereby granted to charge Deposit Account 50-1039 
any additional fee required. 

(A duplicate of this document is enclosed herewith.) 



Respectfully submitted. 
Date: July 28, 2004 By: 



pectfiully submitted. 



Ga/yyW. McFarron, Esq. 
Registration No. 27,357 

Cook, Alex, McFarron, Manzo, 
Cummings & Mehler, Ltd. 
200 West Adams St., Suite 2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Telephone: (312) 236-8500 

Attorneys for Applicant 



3 



<5>\ 
01 



f the Paoefwoifc ReducMon Act off 1095. no peisons are required to respond 



Sutstttute for fotm 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use M muty Sheets as necessa/y) 



PTO/SBrt)8A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademarfc Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to a oonedion of tnfbrmatton unless it contains a vaBd OMB control numtw. 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



RItng Date 



Rrst Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/007,364 



November 5. 2001 



Aaron V. Kaplan 



3731 



Julian W. Woo 



Attorney Docket Number 



0313-0003.01 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Numt)er 


Put>Qcatfon Date 
MIM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Unes. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code*^*^ 




1 


^^4.579.348 


04-01-1986 


Jones 






2 


^^5.800.414 


09-01-1998 


Cazal 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us. 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initiate* 


Cite 
No.* 


Foreign Patent Document 


Put>Ucation 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
AppOcant of Cited Document 


Pages, Coluntns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Rgures Appear 




Country Gode'TluntMr^Klnd Co^^ilf known) 



















































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Indude copy of this form with next communication to appiicant * AppUcanfs unique citation designation numl>er (optional). * See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. * Enter Office that issued the document by the tvwMetter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numt>er of the patent document. Kind of document 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possilile. * AppOcant Is to place a check nrtailc here if English language 
Transtaflon b attached. 

This coOectton of Infor ma t to n is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information te required to 6btB\n or retain a benefit tyy the pubUc which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an appOcatlon. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coflectlon is estimated to talte 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appflcation form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this fiwm and/or suggestions for reducing this burd«i, should be sent to the CWef Information OfBoer, U.S, Patent 
and Trademaik Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TMIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commlssionor for Patents, WasWngton, DC 20231. 

if you need assistance in com/feting the fwm, caU 1-800^70-9199 11-900-78^199) and setocT cpfion 2. 



